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6 CONTRIBUTED ARTICLES. 

WHY GO TO EVANSVILLE? 

A PITHY SYMPOSIUM. 

(Editor's Note: Thrift is wise saving; waste is unwise hoarding. The 
government conservation notices exhort us to eat all we need but not to 
overeat or waste. Here are the principles on which in this year of most 
thoughtful spending we must decide whether we shall go to Evansville. 
The program is a worthy one; our need of help is probably greater this 
year than ever before; calculate then whether you will go. Our sympo- 
sium printed below may help you decide. The editor has asked the contrib- 
utors to be brief but vigorous. They have succeeded admirably. Read and 
consider. If you come, we shall rejoice and you will be heartily wel- 
comed; if you do not come, we shall believe that you either have unusual 
reasons or have not seen all sides of the question. — P. W. D.) 



Will Earhart, Pittsburgh, Pa.: The easiest way to gain a sense of 
the value of the Conference meetings is to ask yourself what you will do 
with the time if j r ou don't go. What will be the pitch of your professional 
enthusiasm at the end of the week if you stay at home, as compared with 
what it will be if you go? What acquisition of knowledge and power will 
you gain during the week if you stay at home, in comparison with the 
acquisitions of the kind which you will carry back from the meetings 
if you go? What will you spend the same amount of money for if you stay 
at home? — and will you spend it for equal values? What will you do 
during the week if you stay at home? — and will the week give you as 
rich a reaction ? 

After you answer these questions you can still get hotel accommoda- 
tions — if you write immediately. 

Kathryn II. Baxter, Grand Rapids, Mich.: Indeed I am looking for- 
ward with eager anticipation to another week of inspiring good fellow- 
ship. One who knows, says that comradeship is the quality that will 
count most in winning this great war. There are many kinds of battles 
to be won this year, so hurrah for Evansville. Unity is strength ! 

Frank A. Beach, Emporia, Kansas: Although I am constantly fac- 
ing the question how I can financially afford the trip to Evansville, I find 
myself unable to answer the larger question, how I can afford to miss 
the inspiration and practical help which the Evansville meeting will 
give. 

I am going to Evansville personally because we realize in Kansas 
the large and increasing place which music must fill in the life of our 
communities both during the war and for the period which will succeed it. 

Julia Luella Burkhard, Trinidad, Colorado: There is no investment 
that I can make that helps me in my work as do these conferences. The 
meeting and talking with our co-workers who are doing big tilings along 
our line is a wonderful inspiration to me, to say nothing of the excellent 
lectures and concerts. The singing with so many good voices under one of 
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our foremost directors, the getting together at our informal banquets and 
luncheons is one of the pleasures I look forward to from year to year. It 
all inspires me to return to my small corner with greater zeal and enthu- 
siasm to do that much more for the community in which I am working. 
I have attended the conference off and on since the third one at Cincin- 
nati, and I have always had to pay my expenses, which often times meant 
sacrifices along other lines, but I feel it is worth the effort. 

Ida E. MacLean, Superior Wis.: No progressive supervisor can af- 
ford to miss the Evansville meeting. This is an eventful year in world 
history — most vital in musical development. History may record this 
the greatest musical convention. There will be intense earnestness and 
powerful inspiration. After April, money can't buy it. I want to be there ! 

Ella M. Browncll, St. Johnsbury, Vt. : I can not afford to stay away. 
The enthusiasm I felt on my return last year I expect to be doubled this 
year. 

At this time of year, one's vitality seems at a low ebb and a change 
of scene which introduces an opportunity to discuss matters of impor- 
tance to us all, is very beneficial. In this time of stress in our own coun- 
try, if we can help to give cheer in any way, it is our duty to do it and 
where can more cheer be given than through good music and plenty of it? 

Every supervisor should make a special effort to attend the confer- 
ence at Evansville this year. 

Paul J. Weaver, St. Louis, Mo. : Of course I'm going to Evansville ! 
In these days when everything in life is in a state of flux, when the most 
vital and sacred things are threatened, now more than ever do we need 
inspiration and guidance and exchange of ideas. Of course I'm going to 
Evansville ! 

E. Earle Swinney, Urbana, Illinois: Conventions are always a source 
of inspiration and profit, especially so the gatherings of the Music Su- 
pervisors. Ideas are powers which move things in this w r orld and it be- 
hooves every teacher to be present where the experiences of others are 
presented and discussed. Teachers cannot afford to ignore esprit de corp. 
Let's get together at Evansville and show that we are alive. 

Stella R. Root, St. Cloud, Minn.: The spirit of professionalism is 
growing rapidly. The gauge that marks its growth is the National Music 
Supervisors' Conference. 

Public School Music is now recognized as a strong factor in the 
development of true democracy. It is essential that it have a representa- 
tive body to discuss problems, make recommendations, and speak with au- 
thority. 

Come and join the House of Eepresentatives ! 

Theo. Winkler, Sheboygan, Wis. First, I have attended a number 
of former conventions, and know what I get out of them ; second, my duty 
to myself and to the community, which employs me, compels me to be up- 
to-date; third, I do not wish to miss the opportunity of meeting my friends 
and colleagues at least once a year, and fourth, I will go to Evansville 
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to give my better half, who usually accompanies me, a recreation and a 
pleasant trip. (This last reason is inserted for the benefit and as a hint 
to my married brethren.) 

Cora F. Oonmvay, York, Neb. : A few "shuns" to be observed in con- 
nection with the Bvansville Conference : 

"Realiza-shun", of your need for such a meeting. 

"Deterinina-shun" — to attend. 

"Expecta-sbun" — of a splendid time. 

"Inspira-shun" — obtained from good fellowship. 

"Aspira-shun" — to do a bigger work. 

"Conclu-shun" — "the Conference best ever." 

"Ideas of a Plain Country 'Musi-shun' ". 

E. W. Newton, Boston, Mass. : Growth, the greatest asset of music 
supervisors, comes through study, experience, professional contact, and 
inspiration. Therefore attend the Evansville Conference. 

"You can't afford to go?" You cannot afford NOT to go. These are 
days of sacrifice. Attendance at Evansville is worth sacrifice, because 
you cannot afford to restrict your growth. 

E. B. Birge, Indianapolis, Ind.: No supervisor of music can afford 
to neglect the inspiration and help of attending the Evansville meeting. 
Such gatherings are thought and purpose generators. Anyone who thinks 
he is immune from thought and purpose getting need not go, for such a 
man is hopeless. If you are satisfied with your work, go to Evansville 
and get a jolt. 

Mary M. Corncay, New Orleans: Going to Evansville? Indeed I 
am! I have missed two conferences — Lincoln and Grand Rapids — and 
have just about exhausted the excellent and numerous suggestions for 
the improvement of my work received in Pittsburg three years ago. 

I cannot afford to miss Evansville. 

Robert Q-. McCutchan, Greencastle, Ind. : Because of the inspiration 
I shall certainly receive, and because I have never needed it so much as 
during this war time, I am going to Evansville. I feel that I cannot 
afford not to go. 

Ernest Hesser, Bowling Green, Ohio: 

To Evansville I sure will go 

What for, you ask? 

Well, then, I'll show 

You reasons that sufficient quite 

Will set each wondering mind aright. 

For inspiration gotten there 

Will last you through the year, I swear, 

The taking part in all the "sings" 

And meeting those who do big things, 

The meeting those we do not know ; 

To Evansville I sure will go. 
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Chas. H. Mills, Madison, Wis. : Because of the spirit and enthusiasm 
which I saw at the Grand Rapids meeting. I received a great deal of 
inspiration during the little time I spent with the members at this last 
meeting, and feel this is sufficient to warrant anyone wanting to attend 
the next one. 

K. W. Cehrkens, Oberlin, Ohio: 1. Because here will be gathered 
together the leaders in your chosen field of activity, and because you need 
the inspiration which comes from personal contact with these leaders. 

2. Because public school music is making history at a perfectly 
enormous rate, and unless you keep in touch with things, you will soon 
find (or rather, other people will) that you know ancient history only. 

Charles H. Farnsworth, New York City: "Win the war," is rightly 
the slogan of the hour, but the hour passeth and with the new hour a new 
slogan is coming. For the educator the cry will be "Brotherly interest," 
for the mighty struggle is already quickening human feeling. To the 
musician this is revealing itself in the popular desire to sing together. 
The supervisor should not fail to attend the gathering where in united 
thought and enthusiasm the watchword for the music teacher is crystal- 
lizing. 

Frederic Goodwin, New York City: It is our patriotic and scholastic 
duty, nothing less. A big subject will be presented. We must act upon 
it sagaciously. The Conference will inspire, encourage, stimulate, edu- 
cate professional spirit, open mindedness. Art and idealism will be there. 
Broader preparation means broader teaching. 

Hamlin E. Cogswell, Washington, D. C. : I hope to be able to attend 
the meeting at Evansville, for I realize the value we all receive by way of 
inspiration, good-fellowship and a good time. The whole world is waking 
up to the fact, that music is an essential part of and an inspiration to 
the soldier, the sailor, the home and the country and the supervisor must 
be a leader. Let everyone be there, ready to lend a hand. 

Birdie Alexander, El Paso, Texas: It grieves me to tell you that 
I must again be absent from the Supervisors' meeting. 

I have had a long fight to win back my health, and though I am quite 
well now, I cannot yet take the risk incident to travel and change of cli- 
mate this early in the spring. 

Though I have been in this sanatorium nearly five years, the inspi- 
ration of the Conferences that I have attended is still with me, and no 
greater privilege could be mine than to be present at Evansville. 

To attend one meeting is to become a convert and ever afterward 
rebellious toward any fate or circumstance that intereferes with these 
annual baptisms of professional spirit and the re-dedication of one's 
self to the highest service of which he is capable. 

Marie Burt Parr, Cleveland, Ohio: Why go to Evansville? Because, 
"all are needed by each one, nothing is fair or good alone." For inspira- 
tion and confirmation of my aspiration, which I can only gain from those 
of like mind. 



